[The local community as a life environment for the elderly--on the future role of the community in supporting the elderly].
This paper is based on the assumption that the community has--by constitutional law--an all-embracing responsibility for concerns/matters on the local level. In this context, special emphasis is put on the meaning of the local community as "social space". From this fundamental understanding, important tasks are derived for the community which refer to the needs assessment, planning, and co-ordination of help and services for older people. Here, this contribution draws upon recommendations which were given by the "Deutscher Verein für öffentliche und private Fürsorge" in Frankfurt/Main at the end of 1997.